My name is Tijwanna U. Phillips.  If  I am found worthy to serve as the Ward 8 Member of the State Board of Education I would like to work with all vested party and come up with viable solutions for ending the education crisis in DCPS.  I believe in holding every person or entity accountable (to include students, parents, elected officials and other DC Government agencies and or staff) for affording DC youth with quality education.  For the last seven years I have been involved in Advocacy for DCPS students.  I believe that because I am a single parent I can relate to others who have similar experiences.  On the daily bases I witness the devastation of what happens when our schools fail our students.  I am sickened by the revolving door of incarceration that so many become entangled in.  I know that working together we can reduce the dropout rate and lower the rate of recidivism.  Since the age of 14 I have worked with children in one capacity or another.  Over the years I have worked as a teacher, camp counselor, coach, team mom, day care provider and Director of a youth driven organization.  If I am elected to the State Board of Education my main three goals would be to -a) give voice to students of DCPS (with attention to Ward 8 students) -b) teach more youth to advocate for themselves and their education and -c) to increase and improve parental involvement.  I will use the tools that I have learned to bring attention to the disparity and poor conditions of most Ward 8 schools.  I will continue to attend hearings with the DC Council.  I will also attend hearings for the State Board of Education.  I will use my words and passion to strongly advocate for better schools in our neighborhoods.  I know that Ward 8 youth can and should be their strongest advocates.  More youth will be taught how to speak up and stand up for their rights.  Ward 8 students would be encouraged to fill hearings and demand that their schools receive the needed attention they deserve.  I would supply parents with the needed tools to advocate for their child/ren.  I would work diligently to increase parents that are involved in the PTA’s at their child/ren schools.  Parents would be notified of hearings that involve DCPS and encouraged to attend and testify.  The main issue affecting our education system is a lack of accountability for those charged with or commissioned to provide our students quality education. I plan to talk to youth on the regular basis to get their thoughts on what it will take to improve the education system.  I will make efforts to reach out to youth in nontraditional ways. It would be my responsibility to seek opportunities to engage youth and not the responsibility of youth to find me.  My goal is to be the voice of the youth that I serve. I believe that the views of the youth are critical in the process of improving our schools.  Youth are involved in my campaign through my interactions with them.  I listen to concerns and share their accomplishments.  My children and I also discuss matters affecting DCPS students.   I know that DCPS students are an intricate part of what it will take to improve our education system.   If I am elected as the Ward 8 Member of the State Board of Education I will use every resource available to improve the education system; especially for the students that reside in Ward 8 (to include those that do not attend school in Ward 8).  Under no circumstances would I allow my relationship with others to influence my advocacy for DCPS students.  I would embrace my constituents holding me accountable.  As the Ward 8 Member of the State Board of Education I would introduce Anti-Bullying Curricula.  The purpose of the new curricula would be to eliminate bullying that impacts the learning of students.  Students would be taught to embrace their differences and similarities.  All students that attend school in Washington DC would learn that mistreating others is not acceptable.  This would change the culture in some schools where youth are teased and are in constant fear for their safety. Every student has a right to attend schools that are safe and bully free.  Sacrifices will have to be made to fix our education system.  I am completely willing to continue making difficult sacrifices for the education of my children.  I hope to use my role on the State Board of Education to increase and expand those sacrifices to include all children that attend school in the District of Columbia.  My children and I have experienced both failure and success in our education system.  My desire is to be a significant part of solutions that will make DCPS schools the best in the country. The children in the District of Columbia deserve the best; it is time they had just that. We have been taught  that it takes a village to raise a child.  In Washington DC it is going to take a village to educate the children.
 
