SANDRA “S.V.” WILLIAMS, LPC

Candidate for Ward 8 – State Board Of Education

I am a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) with eighteen years of experience working with children in Ward 8.  I have insight into the type of support programs that are advantageous in addressing the needs of students.  My counseling expertise is in drop-out rate intervention, academic achievement, personal development, and career awareness.  I am a graduate of Tennessee State University with a BS degree and hold a Masters Degree in Counseling from The University of the District of Columbia. 

As a member of the State Board, I would be most interested to advocate for policies that will:

· Integrate the National Standards into an effective teaching curriculum.

· Update the DC Municipal Regulations 5 for enforcement.

· Offer more Vocational Education career electives. 
To address the issues of concern to LGBT, I would like to see where one of the teachers’ professional development days, is used to receive cultural competency training from an organization like The Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League (SMYAL).  
SMYAL concentrates its work in five areas:
1. Life Skills and Leadership Development

2. Counseling and Support

3. Health and Wellness Education

4. Safe Social Activities; and

5. Community Outreach and Education
They have 25 years of experience in promoting a more positive social change in our schools and community through youth advocacy and training workshops.
