Gertrude Stein Statement by Eugene D, Kinlow

Ward 8 State Board of Education Candidate
President Barack Obama said that access to a quality education is the civil rights issue of our times. He used civil rights language to imply that the government has a positive role in ensuring equal protection and equal opportunity to all citizens. He also implied that receiving a quality education should not be based on your race, how much you earn or where you live.
In Ward 8 and where I live, a quality education for a majority of our students is still elusive. The reform efforts that many of us hoped would succeed…simply have not. Recent test scores indicate that instead of running in place, Ward 8 schools have actually lost ground.
As a candidate for the Ward 8 State Board of Education, I am your education advocate for access, equity and opportunity. My priority is simple…to use my leadership and experience to move Ward 8 Students from the back of the bus…to the front of the line.

As an advocate for quality public education, I have a proven record in using education to create opportunity.  I served 10 years as a member of the Board of Trustees at the University of the District of Columbia, and worked to create UDC’s Community College (the only major city in the country without one). 

As a proud Alumnus, Trustee and chair of the facilities committee, I was a part of the team that helped create our first master facilities plan, and in my capacity as chair, worked to create a land use framework for the Community College that led to anchors in Ward 5, Ward 8 and in downtown. 

As a parent advocate, I am about to graduate my second child from the DC Public Schools and as a board member of College Bound, I am working to provide supports for college access including funding, mentoring and testing that lead our young people to college. As a board member of the UDC Foundation, I am working to provide resources for much needed scholarships. 

My goals on moving our youth to the front of the line is about demanding:

· Safe schools for our youth!

· Consistent quality instruction!

· New and modern facilities!

· New technology and better integration!

· Wrap-around supports for family education!

If we do all of these things then our kids will be successful in securing living wage jobs and life-long employability! 
Vote Kinlow and let’s move all of our youth to the front of the line! 
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