As an advocate for children in the District of Columbia for nearly a decade as an attorney for Children’s National Medical Center, as the Chairman of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4D, and as a soon-to-be Ward 4 parent, I would bring to the DC State Board of Education the right blend of experience, understanding and concern about the future of the educational system in the District of Columbia. 

My wife, Suzanne, and I have been residents of the District for 12 years, spending most of our time in Ward 4. She has been an advocate for at risk youth and their families for nearly a decade in her role as a Social Worker for Community Connections. We are both the product of public schools and would like to contribute to the continued improvement of the DC public schools. 

I’m proud to say that I have several members of the LGBT community supporting my campaign and I have been a supporter of gay rights, gay marriage and the LGBT community ever since we moved to DC 12 years ago. 

In terms of what I hope to accomplish if elected to the State Board of Education and specifically how I plan to address issues of concern to LGBT youth, I think there are many issues important to LGBT youth that aren’t given the appropriate level of concern by elected officials in Washington, DC.  

To name just a few issues related to DC’s educational system, bullying, sexual education, counseling, gay straight alliances, HIV/AIDS and PFLAG are all important issues and organizations that warrant the attention and support of our elected officials. 

Bullying is a serious issue that deserves the attention of schools and communities and one for which public officials, including the DC State Board of Education, need to demonstrate leadership. I support LGBT-inclusive sex education in the schools as I believe it can help to educate communities that are unsupportive or unfamiliar with LGBT issues. I support a strong counseling infrastructure in the schools that understands LGBT students. I support ensuring that schools facilitate a Gay Straight Alliance on campus in order to foster support for LGBT youth. I support significant efforts to combat the infection of HIV and support resources for education, testing, and treatment. Finally, I support the efforts of PFLAG and using school resources to support these parents and students.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of my candidacy, 

Bill Quirk

