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Human Rights
1. As a member of the Council, how will you work to increase the capacity of LGBT social service organizations? Would you support increased funding or assist in securing additional funding for LGBT social service organizations ?
The position that I am running for as a candidate for reelection has no legislative authority. I do however, I support increased funding for LGBT social services.  

2. As a legislator, what can and/or will you do to advocate for increased education, job training, and hiring of transgender people? Would you actively support Project Empowerment’s efforts to provide options for the Transgender community?

Again, I support increased education and job training for the LGBT community but I am not running for a legislative position.

3. What would you do to eliminate employment discrimination and to insure that the Transgender community obtains fair representation in all District government agencies? Would you actively support legislation and or programs designed for these purposes ?
My entire position is about securing equal rights for all Washingtonians. As such, I support equal  representation for all groups including the Transgender community and would support any effort to make District government more inclusive.
4. If there is any effort to undo the marriage rights secured for DC’s LGBT Community, what will you do to actively defend and help ensure that the marriage rights secured for DC’s LGBT Community remain intact? 

I will work hard, as I have for the past five years, to secure statehood for the District of Columbia. This is the only way to assure marriage rights are safe. Until the District is in control of legislation (a right now reserved to Congress) Marriage Equality will be in jeopardy contingent on the will and whim of our National Legislature

5. Would you advocate that the unique needs of GLBT seniors are included in all D.C. planning documents, including plans for senior-support services, recreation, housing and medical services, including long-term care? 
Of course, the special needs of this community should be considered in all service arrears.
6. Would you openly advocate that LGBT cultural sensitivity training is mandated and for all senior service providers (including long term care facilities), plus nursing assistive personnel? 

Yes I would. All service providers should be required to show proof of such a program and standards should be set as to what constitutes a comprehensive training program for providers involved in senior care in the District,
7. The DC Center, (which houses and assists numerous programs critical to the health and well being of the DC LGBT community) is in search for a permanent home. As a Council member, would you dedicate a staff member to work with the DC Center to identify a permanent home?
I support this effort, although again, I have no staff available to actively work towards finding a location. My mandate from the voters is to work on statehood for DC.
8. Would you be supportive of the Mayor’s Office of LGBT Affairs having grant making authority and an increased budget to provide grants in the District providing services to the LGBT community?
Yes. I would increase the budget and give the LGBT Affairs office input into the process. If not to directly make grants, to provide advice and approval of grants made to the LGBT community
9. In the past year, what LGBT related events or activities did you participate in? Are you currently a member of any LGBT organizations or causes? 
I was involved in the annual Gay Pride parade and also some Stein Club events .I am a member of the Stein Club and have been a supporter of the Whitman-Walker clinic, 
Public Safety

10. Do you think there should be a comprehensive strategic plan to reduce hate crimes and violence in the LGBT community and if so, what elements should be in that plan? 
There should be a plan that revolves around public education. After the recent trans-gender murder last week in DC, it is obvious that the public needs to be more involved to protect openly gay and transgender citizens. We need to replace the ignorance that provides the environment for crimes like this to happen and also work with police to expand the existing LGBT unit to work in each neighborhood and enforce hate crimes laws.
11. Besides holding yearly hearings, what can and/or will you do as a legislator to ensure that the District is aggressively responding to the increase in incidents of hate crimes against the LGBT community that have been occurring recently?

My office does not hold hearings, but I support expansion of the LGBT Unit of MPD and strict enforcement of hate crime laws.

12. What would you do to support efforts to insure that marginalized LGBT youth and Transgender citizens of the District who are often victims of hate crimes and discrimination have safe and affirming options when challenged with homelessness, hunger and unemployment?
I would support increased funding for the Mayor’s office of LGBT affairs to deal with these issues. There should be special desk established to deal with these situations.
Education and Youth

13. Do you support the current DC Board of Education’s Health Standards that include discussions of sexual orientation in learning about sex education in public schools? As a councilmember, will you commit to requiring a report on the implementation of these new health standards as part of your role as a member of the Education committee? 
Yes. As I stated previously, I believe education is the key to establishing equality for everyone in the LGBT community in DC. I currently have two children in DCPS.
14. Do you support DCPS leadership in advocating for additional mandatory teacher and faculty training in all DC public schools regarding LGBT student safety? 

Yes. Education is especially important for the educators who pass on their beliefs and attitudes to students.
15. As a legislator, what will you do to help the efforts of DCPS, OSSE, and the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education to make sure that all LGBT students can learn in a safe and supportive environment? 

Again, I don’t get to legislate but I believe we have an obligation to make sure all students have a safe and supportive  environment in which to learn.
16. As a Council member, what will you do to support after school activities and initiatives that specifically include the needs of LGBT youth?
Although I am not running for City Council I will look at ways to include more LGBT youth in the activities that involve my office in our effort to gain equal rights for the residents of DC, including those in the LGBT community,
Health/HIV/AIDS
15. As a legislator, what can and/or will you to hold the HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, and TB Administration (HAHSTA) and the Department of Health accountable for aggressively working to develop and implement a strategy to reduce the unacceptably high HIV/AIDS rates in the District’s LGBT community, specifically among gay and bisexual men and transgender women of color?
I think the most important thing my office can do is to make sure our needle exchange program (which was removed from our budget by Congress for ten years) Is finally implemented effectively and is protected for Federal Government interference. 

16. As a legislator, what will you do to ensure that the Department of Health provides an annual report and update on LGBT health statistics? What will you do to insure that the Transgender community as well as communities of color is included in that report?

Again, I have no power to legislate but do support the inclusion of all groups in annual health statistics reporting. This is especially important given that the District has the highest incidence of new AIDS/HIV cases in America. In addition, Breast Cancer and Diabetes have a desperate impact on communities of color in the District and we need to have accurate information to develop effective solution to these important public health issues.

BUDGET
17. As a legislator, what are some of the proposals or initiatives that you would implement to increase revenue for critical city-wide social services that inevitably affect the LGBT community while allowing for a balanced budget ?  

As I have stated I don’t get to legislate however, a review of the process by which we receive reimbursement from Federal Government programs like Medicaid, must be part of this process. We have lost literally tens of millions of dollars in Federal monies by not applying properly.  These funds  could be used to provide services without increasing the budget. In addition, we should consider carefully the distribution of our recently discovered budget surplus.

