LGBT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF CONGRESSWOMAN  ELEANOR HOLMES​ NORTON
VOTES AND DIRECT ACTION FOR LBGT

· Voted on house floor committee of the whole for repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, H.R. 1283, (Military Enhancement Readiness Act) and co-sponsored H.R. 1283.  Fought to attach H.R. 1283 to the defense authorization bill, which enabled it to get the votes for passage.

· Voted out of committee house H.R. 2517, the Domestic Partnership and Obligations Act for federal employees, and co-sponsored the bill.

· Stopped six separate attempts to overturn D.C.’s marriage equality law.

· Got the needle exchange attachment removed in 2007 and again in 2009.

· Hate crimes prevention act passed.   

​SPONSOR OF ALL PENDING LBGT BILLS_
· H.R. 3017 Employment Non-discrimination Act.

· H.R. 3567 Repeals Defense of Marriage Act by requiring recognition of marriages performed in other states.

· H.R. 1024 Uniting American Families Act - allows permanent partners to be admitted under the Immigration Nationality Act.

· H.R. 2132 Family and Medical Leave Inclusion Act - allows leave for partners to care for children and relatives.

· H.R. 1723 Family Leave Insurance Act - allows use of federal and state funds for paid family leave, regardless of sex.

· H.R. 2625 Tax Equity for Health Plan Beneficiaries Act- allows medical coverage for low income HIV individuals.

· H.R. 2262 Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act- allows the use of state grants against bullying. 

·  H.R. 1351 Responsible Education about Life Act - grants for all forms of sex education to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease.

WHAT I INTEND TO ACCOMPLISH FOR THE LGBT COMMUNITY

I have been a house leader on LGBT issues throughout my service in congress.  Besides co-sponsoring all LGBT bills, I will work on strategies to pass them, such as my continuous work with other members that succeeded in the passage of 

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and of hate crimes.  My LGBT priority for next term is ENDA, because the bill has had a clear majority of the public for years and because of my special expertise on this bill as a former chair of the equal opportunity committee.  In addition, as a member of the subcommittee with jurisdiction over federal employees, I believe that we will be able to equalize federal employee partner rights, if we are successful in passing the Domestic Partnership and Uniting Americans Act, which we voted out of committee this year. 

I will continue to protect D.C.’s marriage equality and needle exchange legislation.  This vigilance is necessary, as demonstrated by my work that defeated the attempt last year to impose the ban on needle exchange after I got it off in 2007.

My work on budget autonomy will particularly benefit the LGBT community.  The LGBT community, more often than others, is the object of discriminatory attachments to the district budget.

It is gratifying to work with the LGBT community, which shares a great variety and diversity of concerns, such as health care and other issues, many related to my committees.  However, here I have focused on your questions regarding specific LGBT matters.

