Human Rights
1.      As a Councilmember, what will you do to help ensure that the marriage rights secured for DC’s LGBT Community remain intact?
 

      As a Councilmember, I will stand up with the LGBT Community in any forum to voice support for marriage equality and participate in any initiatives supporting marriage equality. 
 

2.      Would you be supportive of the Mayor’s Office of LGBT Affairs having grant making authority and an increased budget to provide grants to 501c3 organizations in the District providing services to the LGBT community? 
 

      Yes.
 

3.      As a legislator, what can and/or will you do to support increased funding or assist in securing additional funding for LGBT social service organizations such as the DC Center, the Mautner Project, SMYAL, Metro Teen AIDS, and Transgender Health empowerment?
 

   As a legislator, I can and will look for revenue sources in the budget process to increase or assist in securing funding for LGBT social service organizations.
 

4.      As a legislator, what can and/or will you do to advocate for increased education, job training, and hiring of transgender people?  
 

     As a legislator, I will enforce the law I changed when I was on the DC Council to eliminate discrimination against transgender people in any form. Transgender people are entitled to pursue education, job training and employment equal to any other person under the law.
 

 

5.      Do you support mandatory sensitivity training in workplaces that have transgender employees or new hires who may be transgender?
 

      Yes.
 

6.      In the past, what LGBT related events, activities, or organizations have you participated in, been a member of, or are currently a member of? 
 

      I participated in the one year anniversary of Marriage Equality, the celebration of the Court of Appeals upholding Marriage Equality in the District of Columbia, the spcial event honoring Mayor Gray, Councilmember Thomas and others at the ReedSmith headquarters, I've visited the DC Center on a couple of ocassions and I am a member of the Gertrude Stein Club. I've also particpated in the Capital parade. 

7. Do you have any self identified LGBT staff or campaign volunteers, and if so, how many?  How racially and ethnically diverse is your office?

       Yes. About 10 or more. My office is extremely racially and ethnically diverse.
 

Public Safety
8.      Given that the GLLU is one of the only LGBT related units in the country, will you support and advocate for the Metropolitan Police Department to increase the current staffing, as well as support the hiring of a full time sergeant who understands the LGBT community and LGBT policing?
 

       Yes.
 

9.      Will you advocate for the executive office of the mayor to establish policies requiring agency directors to implement mandatory training for all members of DCPS, Fire and EMS workers regarding LGBT people (including LGBT people of color, those that have limited English proficiency, and those that are disabled)?
 

       Yes
 

10.  Besides holding yearly hearings, what can and/or will you do as a legislator to ensure that the District is aggressively responding to the increase in incidents of hate crimes against the LGBT community that have been occurring over the past two years?  
 

      Participate in initiatives that address this issue. Provide a voice to combating hate crimes on a never ending bases. Look for ways to strengthen the law to reduce hate crimes.
 

11.  As a legislator, will you be committed to working to change the DC Department of Corrections policy of relying on genitalia as a basis for gender identification rather than an individual’s gender identity or expression?
    

  Yes.

Education and Youth
12.  Do you support the current DC Board of Education’s Health Standards that include discussions of sexual orientation in learning about sex education in public schools?  
 

       Yes.
 

13.  Do you support DCPS leadership in advocating for additional mandatory teacher and faculty training in all DC public schools regarding LGBT student safety?  
 

      
      Yes.
 

14.  As a legislator, what can and/or will you do to hold DCPS, OSSE, and the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education accountable for making sure that all LGBT students can learn in a safe and supportive environment?
 

      Since the Education Committee is a part of the Committee of the Whole, I will be totally engaged on this issue. I firmly believe that education is the key to a good quality of life. I will work very hard to ensure all students get access to a very good education through visiting classrooms, having an open door policy and securing adequate funding.
 

15. As a legislator, what can and/or will you do to support afterschool activities and initiatives that specifically include the needs of LGBT youth?

           As a legislator, I will do whatever it takes to support and secure funding for afterschool activities and initiatives. I succeed in life due in a large part to afterschool activities and  initiatives. I want the same opportunities for all youth.
 

Health/HIV/AIDS
16.  As a legislator, what can and/or will you to hold the HIV/AIDS Administration and the Department of Health accountable for aggressively working to develop and implement a strategy to reduce the unacceptably high HIV/AIDS rate among the District’s LGBT community, specifically LGBT communities of color and the transgender community?  
 
         Enforce the law, provide a strong voice for a successful HIV/AIDS Administration and secure funding for its operations.
 

BUDGET
 

17.  As a legislator, what are some of the proposals or initiatives that you would implement or suggest to address the estimated $322 million FY2012 budget deficit? 
 

       Clean up Medicaid Reimbursement where we have forgone billing the federal government to the tune of $347.7 million. Sell our Real Estate Tax Lien Portfolio and raise $100 million. Market our DC Net Fiber Optic Communications System and generate in excess of $25 million. Reduce our annual Procurement budget which is about $1.7 Billion per year through cutting down on waste and abuse.

18. As a legislator, how you would involve different constituencies, particularly the LGBT community, in the decision-making process when determining which programs should be cut or have their funding decreased to address the budget deficit? 

      By conducting summits, townhall and office meetings on the Budget and welcoming input. Fashion legislation including good recommendations from this process of gathering information. Above all, I will maintain an open door process.
