AN ALMQUIST
Accountability.  Transparency.  Action.
Quality Education for ALL Students.
Biographical Information:
Age: 31

Occupation: Visiting Professor, University of the District of Columbia (UDC) - The National Center for Urban Education (NCUE)

Education: Current doctoral candidate in Exceptional Education

•              The George Washington University, Education Specialist (Ed.S.) – Special Education

•              The American University, Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) – Secondary Education  

•              Gettysburg College, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) – Management & minors in: Spanish, Economics and Visual Arts

Qualifications:
In my nine years as an educator in public, private, and charter schools throughout the city, I have developed a thorough understanding of education in the District of Columbia. I care passionately about the education of every child in the District, but I’m particularly excited for the opportunity to advocate for improvements in the area of Special Education as a member of the State Board of Education.

Currently, I am a visiting professor of Special Education at the University of the District of Columbia – National Center for Urban Education, where I implement evidence-based practices that help educators prepare students for success in the 21st century. As a former Curriculum Specialist for grades K-12, I reviewed and selected quality resources for educational leaders and teachers and developed specialized instruction for students with special needs or learning differences.

Also, I am a doctoral candidate of Exceptional Education and have spent my career as an educator of exceptional students.  Because of that role, I have extensive familiarity with regulations set by the State Board of Education and the Office of the State Superintendent of Education and have successfully adapted my teaching methodologies to ensure that ALL students are given an opportunity to reach their full potential.  

State Board of Education (SBOE) policies that I would advocate to improve education in the District of Columbia:
The SBOE is making educational improvements and I would continue to advocate for those policies.  First, the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is developing a State Longitudinal Education Database (SLED) that can functionally improve the way collect, use, and examine student data.  Second, DC has adopted the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics on July 22, 2010.  Accordingly, this will ensure that all students, regardless of where they live, will have access to a high-quality education.  Additionally, common standards of learning will provide a greater opportunity for leaders, principals and teachers to share best practices within the District to improve our ability to serve our students.  Third, public and charter school enrollment has increased.  If elected as a Ward 4 member, I will continue to advocate for the aforementioned with the addition of the following:  

1) Promote rigorous, engaging and relevant curricula, activities, lessons and assessments in elective and other core courses in public and charter schools.

 2) Use Race to the Top funds to recruit, develop, retain and recognize highly effective educators and leaders.

3) Enforce safe, productive, engaging and inclusive environments that promote meaningful teaching and learning.  All students whether exceptional, culturally linguistically diverse, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning (GLBTQ) youth deserve an engaging and safe learning environment that embraces diversity. 
